Summary. This article presents traffic safety statistics in the area of the EU. Changes in the number of deaths and injuries and the number of accidents have been reported since 2001, given the initiatives taken since this year to implement safety improvement programmes. The statistics on traffic accidents and the number of deaths in each EU country are presented. The situation concerning Poland among the EU countries is also presented by creating a classification that takes into account additional reference factors.
INTRODUCTION
Safety is one of the six main aspects of the negative impact of transport (the others being congestion, energy intensity, land use intensity, noise emissions and noise) [2] [3] [4] 12, 13] . In many EU documents and guidelines, attention is drawn to the need to improve transport systems in terms of improving safety. The EU's road safety objectives [6] . Changes in this area are visible across the EU, but there are still too many fatalities on the roads.
The article aims to highlight the changes made in order to improve road safety in the EU from 2001 to 2016. 2001 was chosen as the reference point for the actions taken in this regard, while 2008 was chosen as a stage when the implemented actions would be reviewed. As another eight years have passed since then, another summary in this respect is justified. Therefore, the statistics show the number of killed and injured people, and road accidents, while referring to the factors related to individual EU countries. In the second part of the article, countries are classified according to different factors, while the situation in Poland is presented. For the data collected, the total reduction in the number of road deaths in 2016 (in relation to 2001) reached 30,000 people. In all the countries analysed, there was also a decrease in the seriousness of accidents (the number of deaths attributable to traffic accidents; Fig. 6 ). 
ROAD SAFETY STATISTICS

COMPARING POLAND WITH OTHER EU COUNTRIES IN TERMS OF ROAD SAFETY FACTORS
In Poland, road safety measures have implemented over a long period. The report, Traffic Safety in Poland, from 1992 is considered one of the major steps in this regard [1], leading to related initiatives at various levels. According to the GAMBIT 2000 (Integrated Road Safety Programme, which was implemented in 2001, the aim was to reduce the number of traffic fatalities to 3,500 people a year by 2010, and 2,800 people per year by 2013 [8] . Unfortunately, Poland failed to achieve these goals, although it must be admitted that the number of people killed in Poland has decreased significantly.
In 2016, Poland ranked fourth among EU countries in terms of the number of road deaths (Fig. 7) . This represents major progress because, for many years, it was in first place. It should be noted that improved safety is evident, despite the increase in road density (Fig. 8 ) and the number of passenger cars per 1,000 inhabitants (Fig. 9) . Tables 2-16 present various classifications for EU countries depending on the criteria in the field of road safety. As can be seen from the list in Tables 4 and 10 , Poland was ranked fifth in terms of reducing the number of injuries and sixth in terms of reducing the number of accidents among EU countries. Unfortunately, the reduction in the number of deaths is no longer so high ( Tables 14-16 refer to the number of dead and injured, as well as the number of road accidents in relation to the number of registered vehicles in the country. With respect to the number of killed, Poland ranks fifth (for 2016). However, among the countries analysed in relation to the number of injuries and accidents, Poland was significantly below the average. 
CONCLUSION
The actions taken by individual EU countries during the past 16 years have brought about improved road safety. A reduction in the number of road deaths is clear across all countries. However, compared to initial expectations, the improvement in road safety is progressing too slowly. That said, the Polish situation, compared to other EU countries, has improved. Poland is no longer among the three worst countries with the highest number of deaths during the year. However, the classification of countries according to different factors demonstrates the need for more intensive efforts in this regard.
